
 

 

On the policy front it has been a busy few months for EU Common Security 

and Defence Policy (CSDP). For the first time since the entry into force of the 

Lisbon Treaty, the European Council (28 EU Heads of State) held a thematic 

debate on security and defence on 19 December. The Council agreed to 

stronger cooperation on defence matters given Europe's strategic and geo-

political environment and declining defence budgets. The Council Conclu-

sions also support the long standing cooperation with the United Nations on 

peace and security matters, while the Council emphasized the need to im-

prove the EU rapid response capabilities. 

Much prior work had gone into preparing for the European Council on securi-

ty and defence. On 10 October, EU High Representative Catherine Ashton 

issued a report to help inform 

and shape the European 

Council on 19 December. The 

report addresses three clusters 

of issues. Cluster 1 addresses 

the effectiveness, visibility and 

impact of CSDP. Amongst 

other issues cluster 1 highlights 

the importance of the part-

nership with the United Nations. 

The need for military rapid res-

ponse is also addressed, with a 

focus on making the EU Battle-

group concept more ‘useful 

and usable’, as a rapid res-

ponse tool. Cluster 2 deals with 

the enhancement of capabili-

ties with a focus on pooling and sharing and European defence cooperation.  

Cluster 3 relates to Europe’s defence industry.  

 

Based on the Ashton report, EU Foreign Ministers produced Foreign Affairs 

Council (FAC) Conclusions on 25 November. Significantly from a United Na-

tion perspective, the Council ‘supports maximizing the unique and long-

standing cooperation with the United Nations in crisis management, (…) pur-

suing regular high level dialogue, including through the EU-UN Steering Com-

mittee and taking forward the EU-UN Plan of Action to enhance CSDP support 
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Update on the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP)   

At a previous Council meeting, High Representative for EU 

Common Foreign and Security Policy, Baroness Catherine 

Ashton (left), German Chancellor Angela Merkel (centre) 

and European Council President Herman van Rompuy . 

Credit: europeansting.com   

http://europeansting.com/2013/09/23/merkels-triumph-will-make-berlin-more-unbending/jose-manuel-barroso-catherine-ashton-at-the-brussels-european-council-27-28-june-2013/
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The UN-EU Steering Committee on Crisis Management has become a firm fixture on the UN and EU meeting 
calendar. The 15th gathering of the Steering Committee was held at UN Headquarters in New York on 21 
November. United Nations Under-Secretary-General Hervé Ladsous and EEAS Deputy Secretary General Maciej 
Popowski co-chaired the meeting that included agenda items on EU-UN partnership in Somalia, Mali, DRC and 
the Great Lakes, the Central Africa Republic and mission 
support questions.  The meeting also exchanged views on 
the situation in Syria. Meeting twice a year - with the next 
meeting tabled for spring time in Brussels - the forum 
provides a useful vehicle to implement joint planning, 
share political analysis and support the implementation of 
the Action Plan to enhance EU support to UN 
peacekeeping. The Steering Committee is complemented 
by other forms of institutional dialogue between the UN 
and EU, including regular high level political dialogue, 
desk to desk dialogue (D2D) and regular 
videoconferences (VTC). 

to UN peacekeeping, including in the area of rapid response.’ More specifically on the issue of rapid 

response, the Conclusions underline ‘the need for concrete improvements in EU military rapid response 

capabilities including the EU Battlegroups with the aim of developing a more flexible, multi-service suite 

of assets, and related mechanisms for making them available on a voluntary basis’.  

Beyond preparations for the European Council, on the operational front, a number of significant CSDP 

decisions have been taken in recent months, including the final decision to close down the CSDP mis-

sions in DRC, South Sudan and Iraq. Plans are also underway to reduce the size of the CSDP mission in 

Kosovo, while a new civilian CSDP mission focused on police reform is in the pipeline for Mali. 

USG Hervé Ladsous and EEAS Deputy Secretary General 

Maciej Popowski. Credit: United Nations Photo, Eudevdays.eu 

UN-EU Desk to Desk Dialogue  

Post MDGs  - As part of the UN-EU dialogue mechanism, the UN System Task Team (established 

by the Secretary-General to support system wide preparations for the post 2015 Framework) 

and the EU undertook a policy dialogue on 19 December with a focus on the dimensions of 

conflict prevention, peacebuilding, governance and the rule of law. The policy dialogue was 

built on substantial work already undertaken, including last year’s consultations by the High Le-

vel Panel resulting in the Secretary-General’s report, “A life of dignity for all,” as well as the EU 

communication “A decent life for all” and the 25 June 2013 EU Council Conclusions on an ove-

rarching post-2015 framework. 

 

Central Asia - Within the framework of the UN-EU desk to desk dialogue, the UN Central Asia 

Desk from the Department of Political Affairs together with representation from the UN Office of 

the Special Advisers on the Prevention of Genocide and on the Responsibility to Protect visited 

Brussels on 12-13 November. Discussions with EU counterparts focused on issues and opportuni-

ties facing Central Asia. Several developments which are threatening stability were discussed, 

including the illicit drugs trade, poverty and inequality, as well as the water and energy mana-

gement issue . The UN Counter-Terrorism project in Central Asia was also discussed.  

15th meeting of the UN -EU Steering Committee on Crisis Management  
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Since the last issue of the Newsletter, the United Nations Liaison Office for Peace and Security (UNLOPS) 

has provided many high-level UN visitors to Brussels with assistance: preparing and advising on their pro-

grammes, arranging the logistical side of their visit, and accompanying them to their meetings with EU, 

NATO and Belgian government interlocutors.  

 

On 5 December three SRSGs visited Brussels: 

SRSG Kobler for the DRC, SRSG Mladenov 

for Iraq, and SRSG Koenders for Mali. All 

spoke before the EU Political & Security 

Committee, and met with EU and Belgian 

government officials. 

 

In October, the arrival of Rory Keane as 

Head of Office provided a good opportuni-

ty to meet with many EU interlocutors and 

forge and strengthen ties. UNLOPS is in touch with EU officials on a daily basis in order to keep the UN 

informed of EU activities, and vice versa. EU Member States’ representations in Brussels are also im-

portant contacts. A recent working breakfast in October with several Ambassadors to the Political & 

Security Committee was important in increasing UNLOPS’ visibility and identifying issues of common in-

terest. 

 

UNLOPS represented DPA, DPKO and DFS at numerous conferences, seminars and other events recent-

ly, including the High-Level Conference on Managing Complex International Crises, a Q&A session in 

the European Parliament on UN-EU Peacekeeping Cooperation, and a seminar by ZIF and the EU Insti-

tute for Security Studies on the same topic. UNLOPS also presented the work of the Departments to a 

group of selected EU staff, as part of their training on UN-EU Cooperation. 

 

UNLOPS has continued to monitor political developments in the Ukraine, DRC, CAR and elsewhere, 

keeping Headquarters updated on the EU policy position.  

 

From a market stand on Brussels’ Grand Place as part of the UN Day celebrations, UNLOPS reached out 

to the general public by providing information on UN peacekeeping and political affairs. Participation 

in a student’s debate on Yemen, and a presentation on peacekeeping at St. John’s international 

school were also part of the outreach activities. 

 

And plans are underway for the year ahead, with preparations for UN-EU policy 

work on conflict prevention, support for a conflict analysis on Central African 

Republic and numerous high level visits to Brussels already slated, including by 

SRSG Hilde Johnson (South Sudan) and Jennifer Welsh, Special Advisor to the 

UN Secretary-General on the Responsibility to Protect. On the policy front, UN-

EU partnership related decisions taken at the European Council on Common 

Security and Defence Policy on 19 December will be acted upon, while prepa-

ration work is underway for UN-NATO staff talks in February, as well as the next 

High-Level Dialogue meeting between UN Under-Secretary-General for Politi-

cal Affairs, Jeffrey Feltman (pictured) and EEAS Deputy Secretary General, Hel-

ga Schmid.  

Under-Secretary-General for 

Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman 

Kristalina Georgieva, Member of the EC in charge of International Coopera-

tion, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response with SRSG Kobler (picture left) 

and SRSG Koenders (picture right). Credit: EC Audiovisual Service 

UNLOPS recent activities and road ahead  
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UN  Partnership with the EU Political and Security Committee (PSC)  

 
A UN Security Council (UNSC) delegation on 
their way to the DRC and the Great Lakes 
stopped off at Brussels airport for an early 
morning exchange with the EU’s Political and 
Security Committee (PSC) on 4 October last.  
Prior to this recent informal exchange, the PSC 
and UNSC also exchanged views on 13 March 
last in New York.  
 
Moreover, USG Feltman briefed the PSC on 
February 5, 2013.   
 
Coming from the field, the Special Representative 
of the Secretary-General (SRSG) Ramos-Horta 
shared his views with the Committee on the 
situation in Guinea Bissau on 5 March, while UN 
Special Envoy for the Great Lakes Mary 
Robinson briefed the committee on her mandate 
on 11 July.   
 
More recently on 3 September and 5 December SRSG Koenders briefed the PSC on Mali, while SRSG 
Kobler and SRSG Mladenov updated the PSC on 5 December regarding the situation in the DRC and Iraq 
respectively.  For its part, UNLOPS continues to engage PSC Ambassadors bilaterally, while the Office has 
also over the last two months provided formal briefings to key PSC working groups on the work of DPKO, 
DPA and DFS.  The increased UN partnership with the PSC hinges on the fact that the Committee is 
responsible for the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and Common Security and Defence Policy, 
with PSC Ambassadors from the 28 EU member states meeting up to twice a week to make decisions on 
such matters.   

Early morning High Diplomacy at Brussels Airport—4 October 

2013 | Credit:  Airport Status 

An important policy flagship of the NATO alliance has been its work on 

the “Comprehensive Approach”, as laid out in its ten-year roadmap, 

the “New Strategic Concept”, adopted during the 2010 Lisbon Summit. 

The Approach stems from the alliance’ lessons learned especially in the 

Western Balkans and Afghanistan, and aims to bring together political, 

civilian and military engagement within the context of crisis management operations. UNLOPS 

supported a technical level NATO community of practice meeting on the comprehensive ap-

proach on 12 December in Brussels, highlighting some of the tangible work taking place between 

NATO and the UN within the framework of the 2008 Joint Declaration on UN/NATO Secretariat 

Cooperation.  

Building on the tangible work underway, including a recent training workshop on 10-12 Decem-

ber in New York between NATO and DPKO on Crisis Management, the annual UN-NATO staff talks 

are scheduled to take place in the first week of February 2014 in New York.  

Later in the year, the NATO summit - the last under the tenure of NATO Secretary-General Anders 

Fogh Rasmussen - takes place in South Wales on 4-5 September 2014.  

NATO update 
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Thank you, Marco Bianchini  

 

A special thank you to Marco Bianchini (picture left), former Head of 

UNLOPS, who recently took up a new post at UNHQ. 

  

Marco Bianchini started up and launched UNLOPS in 2011 and handed 

over the baton to Rory Keane (picture right) on October 1st this year.  

UNLOPS Outreach activites  

 
        

On 20 October, 

UNLOPS took part to 

the celebration of 

United Nations Day 

with a stand set up in 

UN Village on the 

Brussels’ Grand-Place  

from which passers-by were informed  

about the work of DPKO, DPA and DFS 

and UNLOPS, while children could get 

their faces painted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22 October, UNLOPS provided a 

briefing on peacekeeping to the 5th 

grade pupils of the St John 

International School. 

 

 

The pupils presented their own 

« peacekeeping programme » 

implemented on the playground 

and put into practice by the  

children themselves.  

 Annick Hiensch from UNLOPS  

providing a presentation 

about peacekeeping to the St 

John’s International School 

St John International School 5th 

grade pupils presenting their 

« peacekeeping programme » 

implemented on the playground. 

Cécile Steverlynck  

from UNLOPS  

providing 

information about 

the work of DPKO, 

DPA and DFS.   

The Brussels Grand-

Place, hosting the UN  

Village on 20/10 

C
re

d
it

: U
N

R
IC

 

Bart Martini 

from 

UNLOPS in 

the Peace & 

Security 

stand, joined 

by  UNODC  

and UNOPS  

colleagues 



 Uni ted Na t ions  L ia ison Of f ice for  Peace and Secur i ty   Newsle t ter  | December  2013  

 6 

United Nations Liaison Office for Peace and Security - UNLOPS 

UN House - 14 Rue Montoyer - 1000 Brussels - Belgium |Phone: +32.2.290.4957 | Fax/ +32.2.290.4959 

unbrussels.org/agencies/unlops.html  

facebook.com/United-Nations-Liaison-Office-for-Peace-and-Security  

twitter.com/UNLOPS 

UNLOPS Season’s Greetings  

http://www.unbrussels.org/agencies/unlops.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/United-Nations-Liaison-Office-for-Peace-and-Security/200337683359965
https://twitter.com/UNLOPS

